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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims m the instant 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing fef a call wailing notification to u 

participant in an existing telephone call, comprising the steps of: 

est ablishing a telephone call with a calling pwt yr 
^ providing an on-line interfac e rhrouah which said panicipant c ^associate ^UfKliw 

£ ring tones w ith calling parties; 

f) receiving from said a calling part y^ over a telephony connection, informat i o n 
comprising a specified telephone number of the participant in the exisung telephone caU^mUl 
least one of a user name and password?! 
M identifying said calling party using said call information, and 

^~^ :::;::=: c^ing a distinctive call waiting tone to be- sent to said panitipuni whercm wui 
distinctive call waiting tone is associated with is apocifi e d w tfe-said calling party , and . there i n 
« H distinctive call waiting tone was associated with sa id ca lling pa rt y , via said , on-line interface: 

rcsponsivo to the panicipant olecting to sp e ak wtih aaid oalUng pun>, tranaferrin g-aatd 
ostabliflhod call to tho participan t. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein said call utfbnnauon 
identifies said call as out-of-area code with respect to said participant. 

4. (Canceled) 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
receiving subscriptions to a said call waiting servic e -p rovidc - r , and verifying said call waiting 
subscription when said call is received by a satd call waiting service provider. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1. further comprising the *wp of 
providing a list to said eaHe? calling party of available call waiting messages, receiving from said 
calling party eattt* a selection of a message, and sending a distinctive call waiting tone to said 
participant according to said selection. 

7. (Currently Amended) A system for providing for a call e r a call waiting 
notification to a participant in an existing telephone call, comprising: 

W on-line interfac e through which said participant can associate distinctive ring tones 

with calling parries; 

a call waiting service provider configured to receive a call from a calling party and 
receive call information comprising ^ a specified telephone number of the participant m the 
existin g telephone call andiat least one of a usema m e and password to identify me calling party^ 
to - identify in aaid roouived call a telephone number associated with sai d participant , 

a distinctive call waiting tone generator configured to generate distinctive call wailing 
tones based upon gharaotorioticp of said calling party; and, 

a switch for transfemng said received call to the participant if the participant elects to 
accept ihe received call. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7. wherem said call waiting service 
provider further comprises a database comprising authorized passwords, and a data processing 
system for verifying a password received from said eaitef calling party by comparing sa.d 
password to said database of passwords. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7, further comprising a table, of 
available call waiting messages, and a data processing system for receiving from suiu oallins 
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garry eaHe* a selection of a message, and for assigning a call wailing tone according io said 
selection. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7, further comprising a data proecssmg 
system for receiving call information from said calling party eaHef. and for sending a distinctive 
call waiting tone to said participant according io said call information. 

11. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, wherein said call information 
identifies said calling party as being om-of-area code with respect to said participant, and 
said system sends a distinctive call waiting tone to indicate to said participant that said calling 
party eatt is out-of-area code. 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, wherein said call information 
further comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of out-of-area code, lime of day 
at point of origin, geographical location, and time zone information. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7, wherein said system comprise* a 
database comprising subscription information, and a data processing system fur comparing sa.d 
telcphono number c all information received from said calling parry eaHe? to said subscription 
information in said database. 

14. (Currently Amended) A system for providing a call waiting notification to a 
participants in an e orrosponding existing telephone calls, comprising. 

n P on-line interfi ^ through whit* said participant can associare distinctive ring tones 
with calling parries; 

fixed data storage for storing a list of call characteristics for s^id calling part.es where,,. 
said /call chPTj^Tftristics co m prise at leas t one of a user name and PaSSWOr^ 

g-ee mputor for mot u hing said call oha i actorisuaa with entries in oatd list, 
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a call analyzer for dotoonng obtaining call characteristics t# fof receded calls, w jicrejn 
said call analyzer identifies a caller based upon said call characteristics . 

a call waiting tone generator for producing distinctive call waning lanes according to said 
caller ontrioo in said hat which match said detootod call oharootoriatiuJ , and, 

J? a tone transmitter for sending said distinctive call waiting tones to said participants) 

v/ 

15, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein said call characteristics 
a*e include at least one selected from the group consisting of om-of-areu code, time of day at 
point of origin, geographical location, and time zone characteristics. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 14, further comprising structure for selecting said call 
characteristics from a menu of available call characteristics. 

17-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Original) The system of claim 14, further comprising ^password verification 
structure.^ 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a call waiting notification to a 
participant in a telephone call, comprising the steps of: 

providing an op-line interface through whjc.fr S qid pqfljcjpafli can associate qisuncuvg 
ring tones with callers; 

storing a list of call characteristics; 

detecting obtaining call characteristics comprising a specified telephone number of the 
participant in the telephone cal) and at least one of a user name and password for an jnboqp^ ualk 

comparing said call characteristics fQr ?aid inbound call to said list of call characteristics 
to dotormino identify a caller placing said inbound call if ihoro iu a match , 

generating a call waiting tone according to the caller _oalI oharaoturiutit* of said ruotch , 

and 
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sending said call waiting tone to said participant. 

21. (Cuixently Amended) The method of claim 20, wherem said call characterises 
«e include at least one selected from the group consisting of out-of-arca code, time of day ui 
point of origin, geographical location, and time zone characteristics. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20, farther comprising the step of creating said l.si o( 
call characteristics. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein said step of creating said lax of call 
characteristics comprises the step of selecting call characteristics from a menu of available call 
characteristics. 

24-25. (Canceled) 

26. (New) The method of claim 1. further comprising responsive to the participant 

electing to speak with said calling party, connecting said calling party and participant 



6 



{WfMSl9U0;n 



PAGE 8111 * RCVD AT 512612004 4:44:57 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 " DNIS:8729306 1 CS1D:5616S96313 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-08 



